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fesus, the Christ, in the Light of Psychology. G. STANLEY HALL.

New York: Doubleday, Page, 1917. 2 vols. Pp. xix -f- 733.
As the author says, he is here a pioneer in a new domain. Tex-

tual and historical studies need to be supplemented and transcended
by psychological interpretations. " The certain data are so meager,
gappy, and contradictory, that psychology must, even more than it
has of late, become henceforth our chief guide." This he regards
as the brightest hope of Christianity. Experimental, introspective
and behavioristic psychology have not been so important for the
present work as genetic and folk psychology. Much use is made
of Freudian concepts. Durkheim's studies are also in evidence.
The author clings tenaciously to the much criticized theory of the
recapitulation of the epochs of racial development, in the individual.
An amazing amount of literature in biblical and theological sub-
jects is cited and in some instances it has drawn the author far
afield.

The main thesis of the work is that the new eschatological,
psychological Jesus as presented in these pages can afford satis-
faction for the cultural needs of religion (p. 113). Current ortho-
doxy is repudiated yet the author's studies have made it possible
for him to "repeat almost every clause of the Apostles' Creed with
a fervent sentiment of conviction." Not a clause of it is true in
the usual meaning but all of it is true in a far higher sense (p.
xviii). The historicity of Jesus is apparently maintained though
it is asserted that this is not of great importance. There is little
doubt, however, that this assumption of historicity gives a tone of
reality and a degree of force to the psychological analysis which it
would be difficult to attain otherwise. For example, the sermon
on the mount is referred to as embodying the most essential teach-
ings of Jesus. In the parables "we see farthest into Jesus' own
heart." The miracles, though rejected as actual events, are ac-
cepted in their deeper meanings and every one of them is held to
shed light on the inner life of Jesus (p. 595). This will seem like
playing fast and loose with the subject to many readers and it
must be difficult for the most nimble. Compared to the inwardiza-
tion of Jesus, Dr. Hall regards Berkeley's subjectivization of the
outer world only a parody (p. 337).

The sources of the great Christian conceptions are to be sought
in the soul of the race, in "Man-soul." The events in the life of
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Jesus have their significance as symbolizations of inner processes
in the depths of human nature in its ascent from the animal to a
spiritual state of existence. Thus the pity felt for Jesus' agonies
is really self-pity on the part of man himself. "Only because of
man's persistent ejective habit of thought is it hard to realize that
it is all only a projection into the field of history of an internal pro-
cess" (cf. pp. 235, 281). Jesus was the perfect totemic man. In
his death the old degenerate God, Yahveh, was slaughtered. In
the resurrection, the folk-soul brought to life the new God of
Christian faith. "In raising Jesus from the dead Man-soul raised
both God and itself, and entered a new world as a new creature"

(P- 733)-
This general thesis is developed through a wide range of topics

beginning with the question of Jesus' Physical Personality. There
is the greatest diversity in the pictures and statues showing that his
personality has been left plastic to artistic imagination.'' All
portraits of Jesus are thus mental imagery, as much so as if no such
person ever lived." These ideal constructions of the artists are no
more subjective and expressive of different norms than are the
literary and doctrinal interpretations. The realization of this
fact enables the genetic psychologist to understand Jesus more
adequately and to see him as "the greatest projection that the
folk-soul ever made."

The chapter on Jesus in Literature gives striking evidence of
the author's capacity for marshalling in summary form an enormous
body of rich and suggestive material. Probably nowhere else can
one find in such condensed and effective presentation such diverse
writings dealing with this subject. Included in this review are
the works of the early apocryphal writers, medieval churchmen,
modern story-tellers, novelists, dramatists, exponents of cryptic
cults, and those who have described Jesus as a moron, epileptic,
or otherwise defective. Of the works which employ psychological
methods those are first discussed which are negative and antagonis-
tic. Jesus is regarded by some of these as handicapped by heredity,
by others as a paranoiac, as ecstatic, as a fanatic or as having a
tragedy behind his baptism and ministry. Nietzsche is the bitter-
est enemy of Jesus and the Church if modern times and his views
are given at length. More than fifty pages are devoted to those
who regard Jesus as a myth and it is concluded that historic reality
is of less importance than either the orthodox or their opponents
suppose. "Why, indeed, should it make any more practical dif-
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ference than it does to physics and chemistry whether atoms and
ions are material bodies or immaterial centers of energy, or than it
makes to the Swiss peasants whether William Tell was a person
or a solar myth?"

Other topics to which separate chapters are given are: the
Nativity, Palestine in Jesus' day with a survey of his social milieu,
Messianity, Jesus' Eschatology, his Ethics and Prayer, Parables,
Miracles, and his Death and Resurrection. It would have been
interesting and valuable if a concluding chapter had been added
presenting more completely than has anywhere been done the
ensemble of qualities which this psychologist mentions. Descrip-
tions of particular characteristics are to be found here and there
but they might well be brought together in what would be the psy-
chologist's portrait.

This would include the following fundamental components. In
Jesus, as in every individual, slumbered a racial soul. The Hebrew
mind of his time was full of Messianic hopes of a predominantly
ethical kind. He knew these Messianic ideals before he felt any
personal relation to them. Gradually his individual consciousness
passed into the larger consciousness of the race. "He came to
think, feel and act in super-individual or genetic terms." He pro-
jected and hypostatized this larger consciousness, interpreting it
partly as Godhead and partly as the Kingdom. Thus he illustrates
"psychic euthanasia." He was reared in poverty and believed
the end of the world was at hand. He extolled poverty. "Jesus
foresaw neither the Church, science, modern industrialism, law,
courts, nor medicine, and had no conception of statecraft. But
he did see, as no one before or since has seen, the principle of service
and mutuality." He had an invincible sense of his own superiority
over other men, and he concealed this sense of inner divinity from
the world. This gave rise to a conflict of opposite impulsions which
kept him alert, keen, and charged to the saturation point with
energy. He lived under the power of a supreme wish supremely
repressed. From this tension which was augmented by persecution
and threatened death, certain traits developed. He was highly
sensitive to pleasure and pain. He had great power of love and
hate. He possessed ecstatic and abounding life, joyous and free,
and attained an unconquerable spirit which defied even death.

The work as a whole would have been more valuable as a psy-
chological treatise if it had been half as long, omitting extended
discussions of questions which belong to historical and theological
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domains. In spite of diffuseness, lack of close organization, and a
marvelously unfamiliar vocabulary it is a stimulating and profitable
work to students in this field. The author does not conceal the
fact that he has a vital, practical interest in the subject and that he
believes studies of this kind are necessary means to freer, more
intelligent and more helpful religious faith.
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